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Saturday, March 10, 2007 
Vienna High-level meeting concludes 14 months of talks on the future status process for Kosovo

Special Envoy says that potential of negotiations for Kosovo status is exhausted, decides to finalize his proposal for submission to the UN Security Council in March

Vienna – Special Envoy Martti Ahtisaari today chaired in Vienna a High-level meeting concluding 14 months of negotiations on the future status process for Kosovo. Belgrade delegation was led by President Boris Tadic and Prime Minister Vojislav Kostunica and Pristina´s Team of Unity was led by President Fatmir Sejdiu. Representatives of the Contact Group, EU and NATO also participated in the meeting.  

The meeting, which came after two weeks of intensive consultations on the  proposal for a comprehensive Kosovo status settlement, provided the parties another opportunity to clarify their positions and narrow their differences. 

“Today’s meeting has concluded the negotiations held over the last 14 months, during which my team, with strong support from the international community, has engaged both parties in 17 rounds of direct talks and 26 expert missions to Belgrade and Pristina,” the Special Envoy told the press after the meeting.  

He went on to say that “I regret to say that at the end of the day, there was no will from the parties to move away from their previously stated positions”, adding: “I had hoped, and very much preferred, that this process would lead to a negotiated agreement. But it has left me with no doubt that the parties’ respective positions on Kosovo’s status do not contain any common ground to achieve such an agreement. No amount of additional negotiation will change that. It is my firm conclusion that the potential of negotiations is exhausted.”

The Special Envoy underscored that a sustainable solution of Kosovo’s status is urgently needed, saying that “a solution will not only be in the interest of the people in Kosovo, but also of vital importance for the regional peace and stability. Delaying the status resolution would not create any better conditions for a solution – it would only be for the sake of delaying a difficult decision”.

Calling his proposal a “realistic compromise”, the Special Envoy expressed his intention, following today’s meeting, to finalize the proposal for submission to the UN Security Council in the course of March.
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