Religious and Cultural Heritage

Religious Freedom and Protection

· Under the Settlement, Kosovo will have no official religion.

· The Settlement provides for the autonomy and protection of all religious denominations, their property and their sites.

· The Serbian Orthodox Church (SOC) in Kosovo will be afforded additional security and certain other protections, rights, privileges and immunities, including guarantees against expropriation, full discretion in the management of its property and access to its premises.

· The SOC will be free to receive donations and support from any institution, provided this occurs in a fully transparent manner.

Security

· The SOC, its monasteries, churches and other religious and cultural sites of special significance to the Kosovo Serb community will be provided the necessary physical security.
· Kosovo law enforcement agencies will have the main responsibility to provide such security. 

· The International Military Presence will continue to provide security for the nine major Serbian religious and historic sites until a decision is made to transfer this responsibility to the Kosovo Police Service.

Protective zones

· 45 protective zones will be established around the most prominent churches and monasteries, as well as historical monuments.

· Protective zones will prohibit or restrict certain activities that can have a damaging effect on the historical, cultural and natural environment around the sites or severely disturb the monastic way of life, but will not affect property ownership rights.

· Of the 45  protective zones, there will be zones established around Visoki Dečani Monastery, Peć Patriarchate, Gračanica Monastery, Dević Monastery and Gorioč Monastery, Budisavci Monastery, Historic Center of Prizren, the village of Velika Hoča and a number of other sites.
Implementation Monitoring Council

· An Implementation Monitoring Council (IMC) with local and international participation will be established to monitor and facilitate implementation of the Settlement relating to the protection of the Serbian religious and cultural heritage in Kosovo.

Return of Archaeological and Ethnological Exhibits

· Serbian authorities are expected to return archaeological and ethnological exhibits, which were taken on loan from the museums of Kosovo in 1998-1999.
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