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Press Conference by UN Special Envoy Martti Ahtisaari following the High Level meeting held in Vienna
Martti Ahtisaari:  Ladies and gentlemen, I will make a sort statement and then I am prepared to answer your questions. 

We have just had another high-level meeting on Kosovo status. This came at the end of two-week long intensive consultations on my proposal for a comprehensive Kosovo status settlement, when we worked with the parties through the entire document, article by article. The main aim of today’s meeting was to give the parties yet another opportunity to clarify their positions and narrow their differences. 

I regret to say that at the end of the day, there was no will from the parties to move away from their previously stated positions. Under these circumstances, my proposal is a realistic compromise, ensuring the functionality of Kosovo, and at the same time, catering for the need of the Kosovo Serb community and other minority communities.

Today’s meeting has concluded the negotiations held over the last 14 months, during which my team, with strong support from the international community, has engaged both parties in 17 rounds of direct talks and 26 expert missions to Belgrade and Pristina.  

With all these efforts, I had hoped - and very much preferred - that this process would lead to a negotiated agreement. But it has left me with no doubt that the parties’ respective positions on Kosovo’s status do not contain any common ground to achieve such an agreement. No amount of additional negotiation rounds will change that. It is my firm conclusion that the potential of negotiations is exhausted.

At the same time, a sustainable solution of Kosovo’s status is urgently needed. Delaying the status resolution would not create any better conditions for a solution – it would only be for the sake of delaying a difficult decision. A solution will not only be in the interested of the people in Kosovo, but also of vital importance for the regional peace and stability. 

Therefore, it is my intention, after today’s meeting, to finalise my proposal for submission to the UN Security Council in the course of this month.

I thank you. 
Questions/Answers
Question (Kyodo press agency): Question about Russia, on President Putin and Foreign Minister Lavrov saying they would not support a proposal that Belgrade opposed. How do you count to prevent a Russian veto at the UN Security Council? 

Martti Ahtisaari: I was looking around to see if I would see any Russian representative here in the audience, I would have handed your question over to them. 

Look, I have always emphasized when these questions are put to me that it is actually amazing how well the contact group has been able to co-operate. Despite the internal differences there is always some differences, there are differences in the EU as well, but when it comes to final decision making, they realise how important the unity is, and so far the unity of the Contact Group has been there. And these have been one of the most important factors in supporting our team’s work. 

So, I don’t want to start speculating how the different governments will react in the Security Council, because this is now the first time that my plan goes to [UN Security] Council, that may need formally to start negotiating and consulting, talking about what sort of a resolution might come out. 

I mean it is important how you interpreted now the statement of Russian leadership a little differently, when you asked me the same question a little bit earlier. It’s one thing not to support, but not to oppose is another matter. I hope that Security Council members, all of them, both permanent and non-permanent members can see eye-to-eye and realise how important it is to get the statement settled. 

And I want to emphasize that every time I speak of the importance of the status settlement, I emphasize the economic facts. Because without clear decision on the status we will not get the economy improving like it should, because the unemployment at the moment in Kosovo is totally at an unacceptable level. And no one dares to invest in a country the status of which is unsure. 

So, lets have patience. I have plenty of that. 

Question (TV 21, Pristina) Mr. Ahtisaari did you mention at anytime the future status of Kosovo during the meeting? 

Martti Ahtisaari: No, I didn’t. As I have said from the beginning - and I still stick to what I have said in Pristina on the 2nd of February - only when I put my plan and I write a report to the Security Council will I be specific on this issue. Some people have drawn conclusions out of the paper as it stands at the moment. Some have even said, that “you don’t need to be more specific, it is specific enough”, but let them say they so feel. But both parties have interpreted in a certain manner and I don’t want to get into that.  But I will be very specific when I present the plan. 

Question (RTK):  When you say Mr. Ahtisaari that you are going to finalize the document do you envisage any other changes or you are going to send it in its present form? And how long do you think, in terms of time, will it take to adopt a new resolution? 

Martti Ahtisaari: This settlement is a living document as long as I have not sent it to the Security-General for further presentation to the Security Council. In other words we did a number of changes, not on the main elements of the plan but there were - how many:  11 pages that my Deputy Albert Rohan shows me the document where we listed all these changes that took place in order to facilitate the reading of the document. Because otherwise it would have been a very difficult task. 

How long it will take? It has to be traditionally translated into all official languages, it has to be printed, so my aim is still to get it out before the end of the month to the [UN Security] Council members. 

Question: (Russian Media) Mr. Ahtisaari you said that the negotiations are exhausted so you are firmly convinced that the negotiations will not go on? 

Martti Ahtisaari:  I think anyone who… - I wish I had invited you, all, to listen to the debates we had from the 21st of February to the 2nd of March. We had seven days of meetings; we have had the whole day here today. I think if you would have listened to the discussions you would draw the same conclusions. There shouldn’t be any disagreement among those who have been participating in the talks, that further discussions will not bring any clarity to the issues. And therefore I think the discussions will now move to Security Council and of course there, there are going to be continued discussions and my intention with my colleagues to move to NY in due course in April. My Deputy Albert Rohan is going to New York to see the Secretary-General and our colleagues, and to meet a number of people there. On Wednesday, I am going to South Africa to see the political leaders there, and then it depends on the Security Council when they want actually to open the discussions. So it would require my presence to be there. And of course I will make myself available. You will see me definitely less this spring in Vienna; I will be in New York most of the time. 

Question (Associated Press): Mr. Ahtisaari the Serbian delegation has once again today expressed their concern about possible independence as an example for other separatist movements. What was your reaction to that today? And was the Contact Group united to conclude the talks today once for all?

Martti Ahtisaari:  I don’t think that there is any sort of formal declaration that the Contact Group says this is the end of their work, because their work continues. It has too, and it has to continue also during - if there is a positive decision on the Security Council on my plan - during the implementation, the Contact Group has to be there. Because it is assumed that they will be in one of the organizations that I established to guide the whole process. 

[On the example], my views are well known, I think it is unnecessary concern in the sense that every conflict - If I only look at my life, and I have been dealing with different conflicts, and they have all been different. There is very little unity in these conflicts that I have been involved. So, everyone has a different history, different involvement in the International community and therefore if one wants to solve different conflicts within the UN framework and in the Security Council and having Security Council involved - which I hope in all conflicts that would be the case, if it can’t be solved otherwise - then you have to agree every time how you solve that. Because as long as we have five permanent members in the Council, one is enough to say, “sorry I don’t agree”. You can make a debating point but that’s as far as it goes. There is nothing such as an automatic precedent created with the solution that is proposed in our plan. 

Question (El Pais) On when a solution could be reached.
Martti Ahtisaari:  Let me read from my own terms of reference, which the Secretary-General gave to me when I started my work. About the timeframe this document says, “The base and duration of the future status process will be determined by the Special Envoy on the basis with consultations with the Secretary-General, taking into account the co-operation of the parties and the situation on the ground”. On the outcome my terms of reference indicate: “the future status process should culminate in a political settlement that determines the future status of Kosovo. It should to the extent possible address practical questions related to the implementation of an eventual agreement, including arrangements of a possible International presence following such determination”. When I read you this, you will recognise that this is what my plan says. The status still has to be settled. When the Council endorsed the request of the Secretary-General to start a status process and appointed us to do this work, the Council then also concluded that the status quo in Kosovo couldn’t continue. Otherwise they wouldn’t have let this process go forward. So, this is the background that we have to keep in mind.  And I don’t think this is the only problem area in the world where people don’t necessarily see eye-to-eye and the Security-Council still has to try and see and look into the matter what the merits of our proposal are and hopefully they will have an unanimous decision.

Albert Rohan: I just wanted to add it would be the wrong impression to say that this is a solution, which is solution from one side imposed on the other. If you compare the starting positions of the two sides and then look at our proposal you will still see that our proposal is somewhere in the middle. And the Kosovo delegation today again repeated - and several times - that for them it contains really painful compromises which are far away from the original position. They would have liked a totally different settlement as far as practical measures are concerned - decentralization, community rights and so on. So, it is something which neither side is enthusiastic or happy with. 

Question (RTK):  On the Special Envoy going to travel to South Africa next week

Martti Ahtisaari: As you have seen in the past, both Albert Rohan, myself and other of our colleagues have been travelling for instance in the region. We have covered many times the regional actors around Kosovo and Serbia. I have visited all the capitals of the Contact Group countries and many others. So this will be a short trip. My meetings hopefully are there on Friday [16 March] if I recall correctly and then I will return back to Vienna. I hope to visit Ghana as well. This time it was not possible: I would have done it on my way back [from South Africa] but neither the President nor the Foreign minister will be in the country. So they proposed other dates and we are looking at those. When it comes to New York, I think it is generally assumed that I have to be there to help my colleagues and the Secretary-General when the matter now moves there. So somebody from our team is going to be there more or less permanently. Not the whole lot but some of us and we will [rotate them].

Question (KTV): bearing in mind what you said about the economic crisis in Kosovo, the expectations and the tensions there, are you going to recommend to the Secretary-General and the Security Council to speed up the process?

Martti Ahtisaari: I have made it known that my preference would be that we could get a decision as quickly as the [UN Security] Council can agree. And that is one of the reasons. But there are other reasons why we should move: because things on the ground won’t become any better with the delays. I think anyone who has been involved with these problems in the Balkans knows that perfectly well. I do not need to explain and you are maybe the last person with whom I could argue on that. So our position in my team is very clear: the sooner the decisions are made, the better.

Question:  Today the President Sejdiu of the Pristina delegation today said the mission of the Pristina delegation is to obtain the independence for Kosovo. Do you think this mission today was accomplished? 

Martti Ahtisaari: I think you’d better ask him. I think he repeated the same in our meeting. I cannot say that much. Obviously I think everyone knows what the process from here onwards is going to be. It moves now to the Security Council and the Security Council is the master of its own proceedings. How long it will take we will see. I answered already what my own preference would be. 

Thank you very much. 
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