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Stake-out by UN Special Envoy for the Future Status Process for Kosovo 

Martti Ahtisaari and his Deputy Albert Rohan after the Vienna discussions
Ladies and Gentleman

Martti Ahtisaari: We have finalized our talks. We have gone through our agenda and we had agreed yesterday that in the light of the discussions so far we would try to end our discussions by lunchtime today. 

These talks have provided an opportunity for the parties to clarify their positions on all aspects of the settlement proposal that we have put forward, and there should be no problem on either side to understand what the other side means when they look at the proposal. This has been a useful exercise in that case. 

Of course, I have to be honest in saying that on the principle of issues – the Status -  the parties remain diametrically opposed in their views.  So, there is no movement on that side and that is of course reflected in their position when it comes to constitutional principles associated with the settlement plan.

I have given the parties the letters of invitation to the political leaders of both sides to come to Vienna on the 10th to attend the new round. What I have promised is that we will now sit down with my colleagues and review the discussions that have taken place here in Vienna and see what sort of adjustments we might make to the proposal, and I have promised to send the revised proposal to the parties, early enough so they have time to study before the delegations come to Vienna on the 10th. 

Thank you very much. 

Albert Rohan:  I just wanted to add that also last year we had 15 rounds of negotiations between the parties and they gave an example of unity from both sides to discuss the status question, because the status question of course was always present, and concrete issues like decentralization and the protection of cultural heritages, community rights, economic matters. 

And this round was extremely useful I found because the parties talked directly, between each others, on all these matters starting with status again, and the concrete matters. So, there really was opportunity to re-state the positions. There was opportunity to find compromises if this was possible - unfortunately this was not very frequently the case -  and to know the other’s side position. So, as the President said there cannot be any misunderstanding of positions on either side. 

Question: Will you make any change in your proposal regarding, will you make any change in your final plan ?

Martti Ahtisaari: We will of course review the discussions very carefully with my colleagues and, also, this has been a draft as I have made it clear before we started and we may have some clarifications we want to offer even if they have not been raised by the parties. 

This exercise will start now, so give us time, I hope you will go home and we will start doing our work.   

Thank you very much.
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