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Press Conference by UN Special Envoy for the Future Status Process for Kosovo Martti Ahtisaari, in Vienna
Good day ladies and Gentlemen,

We have just had our first session with the parties, what we have done, we have opened the discussion on the general principles of the comprehensive plan and we have gone through the whole part of the document that leads to the general principles. 

And both parties have had a chance to express their views on every article and we have gone through it so thoroughly that they have in the end of our exercise they have then provided me and my colleagues with written comments on the articles where they have wanted to have some changes introduced. My idea is after the lunch break to start going through some proposals, and I hope that in some areas there are proposals that might meet the acceptance of both parties, so I have to seriously reconsider those to be included into my final proposal. 

Both parties have behaved in a proper manner like I would expect in this sort of consultative process. I would say this is a good beginning in our exercise. It also provides an additional opportunity for dialogue when we move to the afternoon. Both parties have now said whether they have something to say on a certain article and then in many cases they have come with a prepared position what they would like to see in particular articles.

I don’t think that the parties expect either - in all fairness to them - that what one party is putting on the table will be accepted by the other side. But I think it is important that both parties can say what they want to draw my attention too. So this has started well from my point of view and you will hear later on then how the things move from here, when we start to look at the annexes. 

How long this process will take I think it is totally impossible for me to say at the moment. I volunteered to sit in the evenings and we have a few days where we have not scheduled so programme next year, next week sorry  - I am coming to the age of 70 this summer so bare with me. 

At the end of this week we will know better how to organise our work for the coming week. The tentative work plan is there. We intend to use this week and next week for this process and then have a sort of rounding up meeting on the 10th of March and I hope I can stick to my work plan. 

Thank you very much for your attention. 

Questions/Answers

EL Pais:  You said a few days ago in Brussels that you did not expect miracle. Now you are saying that the things have started well. Are you more optimistic?

Martti Ahtisaari: I don’t think that I would like to change what I said in Brussels, because we have to make a difference between the actual status question and the other elements. Because if you look at the comprehensive plan which is now on the table you may say that 2/3rds or 3/5ths of this plan are catering for the non-Albanian communities and their lives in Kosovo after the status has been decided.

So, on those areas, when we move to that more closely and look at the annexes there, we might be able to improve some of the text that we have, or be more precise rather. But on the Status issue my position hasn’t changed: nothing has indicated that on the Status issues parties would be moving in a different direction from where they have. 

I am sure you have followed closely - and you have written as well - much about what has happened in the last couple of months:  new constitution in Serbian, the terms of the negotiating team coming from the [Serbian] Parliament and so on, and on the other hand statements emerging from Kosovo.

So we are dealing with the same reality, both you and I, we are analyzing that and I don’t see any reason to change what I said in Brussels.
 BBC Albania:  Sir, baring in mind that both sides are very far apart and there seems that there is no way to keep them together, what is the next step then? What are you going to do?

Martti Ahtisaari: As I already said, there are very important elements in this comprehensive plan because it tries to create a society which is more sustainable than the present Kosovo is and gives a better future for all in Kosovo, particularly in the economic area.  When I heard again this morning that unemployment [in Kosovo] is perhaps 60% or more, then we realise where the priorities lie. So it is always worthwhile to sit here and try to see can we improve?  Some of the articles in the document and whether both parties can see that it is in the benefit of both.

Then we have a separate issue and that is the Status issue and that’s my task to make my recommendation for the Security Council because I have been entrusted by the Secretary-General to do that.  As I have explained on the 2nd in both Belgrade and Pristina when I visited the cities, this is my proposal, it is still a draft and after this consultative process is over I will finalize it and send it to the Secretary-General and the Security Council. 

And that will start an entirely new process because the Security Council in the end is the international organ that will decide how the Status issue will be, finally decided. I can make my recommendation, its up to the Council then to make their decision

RTS:  Question on some remarks - Amnesty International was mentioned  - that the proposal actually brings a worse future for Kosovo? Won’t it bring instability in the Balkans?

Martti Ahtisaari: First of all, if somebody says that my proposal gives a worse future for Kosovo then they haven’t read or they don’t understand the language. It is as simple as that. I have to be absolutely categorical:  this is a very far-reaching improvement for the present situation and I think anyone who reads it properly and doesn’t want to put a spin without reading - because I saw some people reacting when definitely they have never had a chance to read the document - so I don’t keep too much attention to such sort of statements, and it’s a sad reflection to how some people actually react to such things.

I saw also the comments of Amnesty somebody had - one of you colleagues, I hope it wasn’t you - had read like a devil the Bible and I thought it was a very old statement which had nothing to do with my proposals and it was used in a manner, I think the closest comparison I have is, Devil reading the Bible. 

So, if we would go to the headquarters in London for Amnesty - an organization I know very well - I don’t think that you would get that sort of statement. Because that would then prove that even Amnesty has not read the document, and I don’t believe that. 

On the violence I think, no one should make any threats and we are not working on the basis of threats. But of course if there is an internal delay in this matters then the security situation becomes problematic. There is no question about that. I have already postponed my presentation of the plan for two months because of the elections [in Serbia] and I thought I was the right thing to do. 

And, I very willingly accepted the request from the Serbian side for a delay from 13th till today, because the timeframe I had originally in mind I think facilitated that. 

But we have to talk about regional security on broad terms and I would argue vehemently that the proposal even in the present form would increase the regional stability in the Balkans. 

Question: (unidentified Italian media) yesterday at the OSCE you said that you are ready to consider constructive amendments in order to reach agreements on Kosovo. Where are you on this? 

And: Do you have a plan to hold a meeting with Ban-Ki moon in Vienna ?

Martti Ahtisaari: I tried to be very clear in what I said yesterday at the Permanent Council in OSCE - and I said more or less the same thing when I spoke last week on Friday to the North Atlantic Council of NATO and on Monday of the same week to the Foreign Ministers of the European Union - that this whole exercise is here to give the parties one more chance. This is not the starting of negotiations: we have been talking, we have had 15 rounds of talks in this city and we had at least 25 expert missions together with some of the International Organizations we have worked with. So this is a chance now, on the basis of my draft proposal, to see:  can any improvement be made, that the parties could possibly agree on? It’s a worthwhile effort.  I very much believe in it and I have approached this with an open mind, but at the same time, being realistic in the light of what I have heard and what I keep on hearing from the capitals at the moment. 

Yes, I hope to see the Secretary-General. I was recently in New York - that was nearly two weeks ago - and I attended the senior planning committee meeting of the Secretary-General. And I can tell you that I am very pleased the support the new Secretary-General has given to me and my colleagues.

(Unidentified media):  Question on UN Security Council resolution 1244 and its respect in regard to the current proposal. 

Martti Ahtisaari: I don’t want to start arguing about the resolution 1244; I think we all know what the resolution says. What happened was that the Secretary-General asked the Security Council the permission to move forward on the Status process.  [Resolution] 1244 never pre-destined a Status, so I think we have to be careful what we say about [Resolution] 1244. It only talked about the process:  what should be there.

(Japanese media) Question on position of the Russian Federation and the statements made by president Putin and Foreign Minister Lavrov. How do you plan to convince Mm. Putin in Munich and Mr Lavrov not to use their veto in the Security Council?  

Martti Ahtisaari: First of all I think we have to move one step at a time. Before you can ask me what Russia - or any other country will decide who happens to be in the Security-Council at the moment - will decide when the plan finally goes their in the month of March. 

Before that there is a lot of speculation. I wasn’t unfortunately in Munich, because I was elsewhere but I read very carefully the statements and I don’t think they were as categorical as you said. 

President Putin, if I remember correctly said that - and I don’t want to become his spokesman either - said that Russia may find it difficult to support something if it is not based on the agreement. But everyone has to.  If we cannot see eye-to-eye among the parties on the Status issue the proposal has to be put to them for the Security-Council and then Russia and others - I haven’t asked the others either what their reaction when the Security Council discusses and the possible resolution how they will react on. 

So let’s be patient. It is I think worthwhile to mention, nevertheless, that the Contact Group has been rather united. It even passed the resolution on the 2nd of September when I was in Pristina, I read that in a press conference and it urged both parties to try to engage constructively in this consultative process. So in the sense I would say that Russia has played a constructive role. I wouldn’t be surprised if they would have advised both parties very clearly, both Belgrade and Pristina, to be constructive in these meetings that we are having here. 

(TV21): On whether you can give at least two main argument to assure us that the current situation will not lead to development in Kosovo like in the Eighties and Nineties

Martti Ahtisaari: Like in the 80’s and 90’s I think. First of all it goes without saying - and I think we have to look at the recent history also - how the Serb Orthodox Church has been treated in Kosovo.  I think it is important in today’s Europe that every Church will have the right to practice their religion. It is clearly said: there is no state religion in Kosovo. 

And particularly in the light of the Kosovo history also, I think it is important that there is a protection and those privileges that we have spelled out.  I think I would have failed in my task and so would my colleagues if we wouldn’t have those provisions in there. 

I recognise that it is not easy to create a multi-ethnic society in the light of what has gone wrong in a society. But everybody in Kosovo and elsewhere - this is not the only problem area I have dealt in my life. And they need special message, it’s not only the laws, I mean:  human beings have to come together again, but recognising each other in a totally different manner. 

I went through, as you know in 2005, the peace process in Aceh in Indonesia and the message there was exactly the same:  You can have a framework in any agreement but then its up to the different communities. Their co-operation is needed. Nothing will work even in the best of circumstances if the different communities don’t stretch their hand and start dealing with each other in a more civilised manner than they have done. So there is a lot of work that needs to be done. I would say that even our proposal gives a beginning for something new and better that what is there at the moment. 

(RTK) I understand from this morning’s session that the parties have agreed only that they disagree. If the afternoon session goes the same way, would you still stick to your agenda or maybe change it? 

Martti Ahtisaari: I hope you don’t remind me - I sometimes tell this to my staff members, when I was a young man I was told, I think they were Swedish friends who told me if there is a discrepancy between plan and reality, plan will be applied. I hope that this is not the case. I think it’s very much worthwhile, how long time we really need that we will see. I don’t want to hold the parties here forever if we can finish our work and do what we were expected to do.

But that’s why we have given ample time to go through thoroughly this document and hear the views, so both parties know perfectly well where they stand and we will see on what areas actually they will see eye-to-eye. 

But I think also that both parties are very realistic. They have been in this process since the beginning of last year. It is the same people more or less on both sides of the table. They know each other they have talked in number. To say that there hasn’t been any dialogue gives a misinterpretation of this process. There has been continuous dialogue on all these meetings that we have had and this is an additional opportunity.

Now, at least from my point of view I hope the parties feel that it’s worthwhile from their point of view as well and I am thankful that they have appeared here. 

Thank you very much. 
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