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Statement by Special Envoy Martti Ahtisaari during his joint press

conference with NATO Secretary General Jaap de Hoop Scheffer in Brussels
Following is the statement made by Special Envoy Martti Ahtisaari during his

joint press conference with NATO Secretary General Jaap de Hoop Scheffer in

Brussels today:

Martti Ahtisaari: Ladies and gentlemen may I first of all say that I apologize that when I was here on Monday [ for a EU Foreign ministers’meeting] I was expecting most of you when I came out from the same door as I went in. But I did not see a single soul there. So I am thankful that the Secretary-General  has given us an opportunity to meet now here.

We had a good and important meeting with the Secretary-General, as usual, and I thanked him for the support and the good work that KFOR has been doing because it has also helped our mission by providing logistics and support in many ways.

You know that  I presented my draft proposal to the parties on 2 [February] and we are now in the process of preparing for the meetings that will start on the 21st in Vienna. I was last week in New York, attending the Policy committee of the Secretary-General and I got a full support from the Secretary-General and colleagues in the UN Secretariat to move forward as planned. 

I do not think there is any point in repeating what is in the proposal. I assume that you have all read it. It is only 58 pages and may I advertise further that my office has on its website the Executive summary and the fact sheets on different areas of the proposal so that for those who cannot read the 58 pages - or do not have time to read the 58 pages – you have this information available in a shorter form in English, Serbian and Albanian .

I had a good meeting with the North Atlantic Council today and a very supportive one. I think it was a good exchange of views., it hopefully clarifies the proposal and where we are heading and there was a strong support for it. And also encouragements to both parties to engage constructively in the consultative process which I will start as I said on 21st. 

Thank you for your attention.

Questions/Answers

Question: Do you think that the guarantees that you provide in your plan are enough for Serbs to stay in Kosovo after the Status decision?
Martti Ahtisaari: I think the big difference to the past seven ,soon eight years, that UNMIK has been there is that the status will hopefully be decided. That is a big change that creates a totally different atmosphere. And this, as I have said 2/3’s of the settlement proposal is catering for the needs of Kosovo Serbs and other non Albanian communities - so I think we have rightly to create conditions and I hope that with the help of EU and NATO the International community will support this plan - if it is in it’s final form approved by the Security-Council - in such a manner, that those who want to return to Kosovo who are now living somewhere else will now have a chance to do so. Secondly, no one needs to leave for security reasons in Kosovo; if they do leave then they have other reasons to leave. You can never force anyone to stay. But at least the whole idea is to create conditions where everyone can have a more sustainable life than they have at the moment. Which leaves a lot to be decided. As the Secretary-General of NATO said, I think the first emphasis has to be on improving the economy of the country, because if nearly 50% of people are unemployed, you see what sort of problems that creates. 

Q: Mr. Ahtisaari what is the purpose of the meetings in Vienna if, according to your statements, we cannot expect any agreement between the sides and if Belgrade already has a resolution rejecting your proposal ? 
And since the small postponement of this round of talks of one week already created more tensions in Kosovo, how confident can Kosovar people be, when you say there will be no postponements in the process? Because we have heard this several times and again postponement happens.

Martti Ahtisaari: First of all this delay had nothing to do with what happened on the 10th. That demonstration was already announced if I recall correctly in the end of January. And my decision came only last week to keep one more week within the framework, which we had originally had in mind. 

As I very often say that I come from a country where  - one of the characteristics of us Finns is that we are extremely realistic otherwise we wouldn’t exist in the world:  I think our history proves that. So therefore, I have my doubts and I don’t believe in miracles, but I have wanted genuinely to give the parties a chance to come together once more. We will go through thoroughly the settlement plan that I have proposed to them, I will hear them and if they can agree on new ideas or clarifications. Even we, when we go through the plan, we very often find that something could be said more clearly than we had done. That’s why we have gone thoroughly through the plan already. 

And I think there is a general support from the International community that we should engage once again the parties. But this can’t be an eternal process either, because I think we have to draw the conclusion at some stage and say ‘this is it, this is as far as we have been able to go and we have to report to the Secretary-General and the Security-Council. 

Q: Mr. Ahtisaari what is the margin for manoeuvres? Should we say or write negotiations in Vienna or simply discussions or information meeting?

Martti Ahtisaari: I think I mentioned already that if the parties can come up with ideas that we can get both parties to support, adjustment to the settlement plan, I am prepared to entertain those. 

But it can’t be consultative process where one comes with an idea and the other one comes with a totally opposite idea and then leaves us their in the middle. But I am prepared to listen to both parties, because for the first time they have a comprehensive draft plan, which they have had time now to study carefully. 

I even offered that my colleagues would go to both Belgrade and Pristina last week to answer questions about the plan and [provide] clarifications before we start the consultation process. Pristina utilised this opportunity but Belgrade didn’t. So, my colleagues have been in Belgrade last week answering questions about the plan.

So, of course it is an open process. But you have seen the statement of the [Belgrade] Parliament as the terms of reference for the Serbian negotiating team, you have seen the comments coming from Pristina as well. You have written on some of those. So you know in what sort of spirits we are meeting. But everyone I think agrees that we have to have this phase and I agree with all those. 
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