Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms

And the Rights of Communities and their Members

Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms

· The Settlement provides that Kosovo must uphold, promote and protect internationally recognized human rights and fundamental freedoms.  

· All persons in Kosovo are entitled to these rights and freedoms without discrimination of any kind.  All persons in Kosovo are equal before the law, and are entitled, without discrimination, to equal protection of the law.

Rights of Communities and their Members

· Under the Settlement, Kosovo must guarantee the protection of the national or ethnic, cultural, linguistic and religious identity of all Communities and their members.

· Members of Communities will have specific rights, in addition to their human rights and fundamental freedoms, including the right to freely express, foster and develop their identity and Community attributes.  In accordance with applicable laws and international standards, members of Communities will, for example, have the right to:

· Receive public education in one of the official languages of Kosovo of their choice at all levels or in their own language where they constitute a sufficient majority; 

· Establish and manage private educational and training establishments;

· Use their language and alphabet freely in private and in public;

· Use their language and alphabet in their relations with public authorities in areas where they represent a sufficient share of the population;

· Use and display Community symbols;

· Personal names registered in their original form;

· Guaranteed access to and representation in public broadcast media as well as programming in their language; create and use their own media and the use of a reserved number of frequencies for electronic media;

· Enjoy unhindered contacts within Kosovo and with persons in any States.

· Members of Communities will also have clear roles in the public affairs of and decision-making processes in Kosovo, including guaranteed representation in the Assembly, the Government, and judiciary.

Refugees and Internally Displaced Persons

· The Settlement also provides for the right of all refugees and internally displaced persons from Kosovo to return and reclaim their property and personal possessions in accordance with Kosovo and international law.

Missing Persons

· The Settlement calls upon both Kosovo and the Republic of Serbia to take necessary measures to determine and provide information regarding the identities, whereabouts and fates of missing persons, in full cooperation with the International Committee of the Red Cross and other international partners.
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