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Economic and Property Issues

General

· The Settlement’s economic provisions are aimed at ensuring Kosovo’s economic sustainability.

· The Settlement provides for Kosovo’s ability to apply for membership in International Financial Institutions (IFIs), among others, and to enter into contractual arrangements and other international agreements.

· The Settlement places special emphasis on ensuring that property-related disputes, which often affect the rights of minorities, are handled in a transparent manner, in accordance with relevant international standards, and with substantial international involvement.

· The International Civilian Representative (ICR) will play a role in the appointment to key economic positions.

Property

· Publicly Owned Enterprises (POEs), currently administered by the Kosovo Trust Agency (KTA), will be transferred to Kosovo. POEs providing services only in a limited number of municipalities will be transferred to these municipalities.

· The trusteeship over Socially Owned Enterprises (SOEs) will be transferred from the KTA to a KTA successor institution, which will have substantial international involvement. Appeals against decisions of the KTA will continue to be handled by a Special Chamber within the Supreme Court, with a majority of international judges.

· Private property disputes will continue to be handled by the Kosovo Property Agency (KPA) in accordance with its mandate, with strong international involvement. Appeals against decisions of the KPA Property Claims Commission will be handled by panels of the Supreme Court, with a majority of international judges.

· The Kosovo Assembly shall address property restitution issues, including those related to the Serbian Orthodox Church, as a matter of priority. All non-majority Communities will be included in this process.

External Debt

· Under the Settlement, Kosovo will assume its share of the international debt of the Republic of Serbia.

· Kosovo’s share will be determined through negotiations between Kosovo and the Republic of Serbia, taking into account the principles used for the allocation of the external debt in the case of the succession to the Socialist Federal Republic of Yugoslavia.

