Statement of the Spokesperson for the Special Envoy for the future status of Kosovo

In view of the reports about the alleged remarks made by Mr. Martti Ahtisaari, UN Special Envoy for Kosovo Status Talks, I would like to make the following clarifications:

The remarks in question were mis-presented and taken out of context: the Special Envoy never referred to “the collective guilt” of the Serbia nation. He noted, in response to a remark by a member of the Serbian Delegation on the 8th August, that every nation had its own burden to bear and had to live and deal with its past.

The remarks were subsequently made public with mis-presentation. The Special Envoy, during his visit to Pristina, repeated and elaborated the remarks by saying that while today’s democratic leadership in Serbia cannot be held accountable for the policies and actions of the Milosevic regime, leaders in Belgrade must come to terms with its legacy and have important responsibilities in this respect. 

He went on to say that the historic legacy cannot be simply ignored but must be taken into account in the search of the resolution of the status question.

The Special Envoy has always held the view that the status process is about creating conditions for all communities, including the Serb community, to live a decent life in 

Kosovo. To that end, the Special Envoy will continue to concentrate on the substance of the negotiations instead of engaging in polemics.
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